
 
 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT – December 20, 2020 
WEEK 4 MESSAGE: 
The Promise of Christmas – All things are possible 
 
2Samuel 7:1-5, 8-16 
Romans 16:25-27 
LK 1:26-38 
 
 

Gospel of Luke for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, 
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was 

Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 

 
Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 

 “Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the 

throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations 
with a man?” And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the child to be born will be called 
holy, the Son of God. 

 
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the 

sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.” 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your 

word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
ADVENT MESSAGE 

 
The Promise of Christmas awaits. This week, Mary’s yes will set into motion God’s plan for us.The 
prophesy of Isaiah will at last be fulfilled – a new King, a Messiah, salvation! 
 
 

SCRIPURE REFLECTIONS 
 

FIRST READING:  This is one of the most important passages in the Old Testament because it sets off 
Israel’s messianic hope – and sets in place that the promised Messiah would come from the House of 
David. King David seeks to build a temple, but instead through the prophet Nathan is told God will 
build a ‘house’ for him that will endure forever — the dynasty of David from which Jesus will come.  
 
More likely than not, we trace our faith to our parents, and to the generations before them. More than 
any other time of year, this is when we relive traditions shared through generations. 

o How do you see God at work in building up your family – past, present, future? Are there new 
traditions that involve your faith that began in this present generation?  

 
SECOND READING:  St. Paul seeks to bring understanding of the “mystery” of God’s longtime promise.  
God’s plan is for the salvation of all people, with Jesus at the center.   
 
GOSPEL:  At the beginning of the Gospel story of the Annunciation, we are told that Joseph, Mary’s 
future husband, is of the house of David. So, the promise God made to David will be fulfilled in Mary’s 
child. He will be given the throne of David and will rule forever - if she answers yes. Note the pattern of 
God’s action - and invitation - in human lives. To fully experience the life God desires for us, we must 
face our fears, our questions, but we also must trust in the God of possibilities – and act accordingly. 
 

 
LIVING THE ADVENT MESSAGE – Possibilities await 

 
Consider the readings and Gospel this week as the “before, during and after” of the incarnation. 
Consider all the biblical heroes we encounter. A king awaiting salvation (David), an apostle preaching 
the Good News (St. Paul) and a teen-age girl who would give birth to the Messiah (Mary) – each of them 
stepping up to do God's will when given the opportunity.  
 
Mary asks just one question, then the angel departs. Mary is left with a lot of unexplained details, yet still 
says yes. Mary exhibits uncertainty, fear and that one question; but she hands it all to God.   
 
This is what God is asking of us; He does not ask us to be fearless, just to be trusting. 

o Do you trust God?        
o How hard is it for us to say “yes’ to God?  
o How much do you question, overthink, hesitate, or even say no before you say yes to 

God?  Is there a process you employ in making decisions that includes God? Do you 
need to have all the answers to the “mystery” first?  
 

“From the beginning of the world, but particularly through the incarnation, 
 the mystery of Christ is at work in a hidden manner in the natural world as a whole.   -  Laudato Si’ p 99 



 
 
God promises us so much more than we can imagine. But to fully gain the promise, we must 
cooperate. In big ways and simple ways, He reveals His plan to us. It is a plan, but it is our life. He 
wants us to get involved.  

o How can you get involved in God’s plan? How will you “incarnate it”? 
 
Go back to the beginning of Advent, when we asked: What for you is the promise of Christmas? Has 
your answer changed over the course of Advent?  

o Have you moved from darkness to greater clarity – or illumination? 
o  If you have, consider what “moved” you and how to keep going in that direction? 

What might still be in the way of seeing the light? 
o How will you participate in sharing the promise of Christmas?   
o God sent the angel Gabriel to bring God’s message to Mary. Where do you think he is 

sending you? 
 
Say each line of the ADVENT PRAYER - and consider in the Advent days remaining, what you will ask 
of God? Is it to hear His word? Teach you to trust? Live and act with love? Believe? Have new hope? 
 

Lord, open my heart this Advent to hear your word.  
Renew me, comfort me, strengthen my trust in you.  
Help me to live in the promise of your faithful love, 
for You are my hope, my light and my salvation. Amen. 

 


